
From: Community Rapid Response, Gallatin County and 

Indivisible Bozeman 

 

Did you know? Our former sheriff signed an agreement cooperating 

with ICE.  More than 80 people, many with only minor charges, were 

transferred to ICE custody from our county jail just last year. This 

practice traumatizes families and makes us all less safe. We can 

protect our neighbors by asking our county commissioners to rescind this 

agreement. Email the county commissioners today 

at  commission@gallatin.mt.gov. 

 
Templates 

 

Template #1 

Dear Commissioners:  

 

Why are you writing? What’s motivating you as a Gallatin County voter to be in touch with 

them? Are you writing because you care about our neighbors? Because you care about due 

process? Because you have direct experience with a family or a person who’s been affected by 

this agreement? Because you’ve felt and seen the anxiety in the community? Because you care 

about one of the facts listed below? You can tell them this and make this yours. 

 

What are you asking for or telling them?  

- That I don’t want this 287g 

- That I hope you can acknowledge that this agreement is not valid and should not be 

enforced 

- That I hope you can do what’s in your power as county commissioners to put the brakes 

on this/rescind it/divest from it/press pause on it 

- That you hope they’ll do the right thing 

 

Final thoughts - Make this yours. Maybe here’s where you include a fact from the list below, or 

reiterate why you care.  

 

Sign your name 

Gallatin County 

 

Template #2:  

This template from the ACLU 

 

Facts to bring up if helpful:  

 

Because of this agreement, in 2025, 84 individuals were transferred from the Gallatin County 

Detention Center to ICE custody, many with only misdemeanor charges. This is by far the most 
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common path for ICE detention currently in Gallatin County. (see “more resources” below for 

more details)  

 

This agreement was signed by the former sheriff in 2020, and the county commission wasn’t 

informed, nor did they sign off on this agreement. This agreement is not valid. 

 

Individual dignity is guaranteed to Montanans by our state constitution: Article II, Section 4: 

“Individual dignity…No person shall be denied the equal protection of the laws.” Gallatin County 

has an obligation to its community members to make sure that any involvement with federal 

immigration enforcement upholds MT law, the state constitution, and our federal constitution.  

 

What we saw in Minnesota (be specific about what bothered you) is nothing we want to see 

here.  

 

We all inherited this, and we don’t want it. We’re asking the county commissioners to rescind it.  

 

More info + resources:  

 

What is the 287g agreement in Gallatin County? 

● Since 2020, the Gallatin County Detention Center has acted on a 287g 

agreement with the federal government, signed by a former Gallatin County 

Sheriff without permission from the County Commission. 

● The agreement allows the Detention Center to routinely place ICE holds on 

immigrants detained for misdemeanors. When the individuals have paid their 

bond or are released on their own recognizance pending trial, and are deemed 

eligible to be released, the individual is instead held for 48 hours to allow transfer 

to ICE custody. 

 

How does the agreement work in Gallatin County? What’s been happening in the 

past year or so?   

 

● Before the current administration, most people detained on misdemeanor or 

minor offense charges with no pre-existing deportation warrants were evaluated 

by ICE and then promptly released to continue with their legal immigration 

process.  

● This has changed. Starting in 2025, people have been transferred mostly to the 

Cascade County Detention Center in Great Falls, where they are held for 2-5 

days before being transferred to ICE detention facilities out of state.  

● These transfers happen so quickly that it’s difficult for families and lawyers to 

track and communicate with people being transferred. 
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○ The lack of communication for people caught up in this system is cruel to 

both families and the people detained 

○ This significantly hinders detained people’s ability to obtain legal support  

○ It interferes with their ability to have due process 

○ ICE detention centers have been notorious for harsh conditions and ill 

treatment of detainees.  

 

Which entities in MT have these agreements?   
 

● Gallatin County Detention Center is acting on a 287g agreement  (Warrant 

Service Officer model), which “allows ICE to train, certify and authorize state and 

local law enforcement officers to serve and execute administrative warrants on 

aliens in their agency’s jail.”  Again, this program is likely not valid since it was 

not authorized by the County Commissioners.  

● Flathead County has had a 287g agreement in place since 2020 and has 

recently allowed it to expire. 

● Governor Gianforte signed a 287g Task Force Model on 3/5/25 that allows the 

MT Highway Patrol to act as ICE enforcement agents (Task Force Model).  

● Garfield County signed a Task Force Model 287 agreement on 8/28/25  

● Just recently, the Treasure County sheriff’s office has entered into a Task Force 

Model agreement, as of 3/11/26 

● Cascade County does not have a 287g agreement at this time. They do have a 

contract in place to allow the Cascade County Detention Center in Great Falls to 

house ICE detainees in their detention center.  

 

Resources - 287g agreements:  

 

● “Breaking down Montana’s immigration enforcement partnerships,” Explore Big 

Sky, February 2026.  

● American Immigration Council provides a brief overview of the types of 287 g 

programs and some of the problems seen with their implementation nationwide.  

● ACLU:  Provides an overview of the 287g Task Force Model that has been 

embraced by the MT State Highway Patrol, Treasure and Garfield County Sheriff 

Offices.  

● Gallatin Co's agreement signed by Sheriff Gootkin in 2020 (Warrant Service 

Officer Model) and not authorized by the County Commission. 

● ICE website on 287g agreements outlines the different models of 287g 

agreements and some of the financial incentives used to encourage participation. 
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